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WHAT’S INSIDE

GOODBYE 8TH GRADERS 2016; WE’LL MISS YOU! 
The 19 graduates we’ll be sending on to high school next year will surely represent us well 
based on the great job they did in leading the school this year. Nine of the students have been 
at HFA for 10 years. Seven have been here for a longer number of years. Two have just joined 
the class this year. This year’s class will be remembered for being full of life. They worked 
hard, played hard and participated in much of the life of the school. Their well-roundedness 
was made evident during their Extemporaneous Speeches. Each student had a hobby or ac-
tivity they were involved with that took an extraordinary amount of effort or personality. 
They will evangelize the world with their knowledge of their faith, their habit of practicing it 
and their compassion towards others.

HFA will experience some new faces and new goals in our early 
childhood department next year. For the first time ever we will have a 
Pre-k 3 year old section. Our little ones will meet Tuesday and Thurs-
days.  Mrs. Meggie Langlois has been hired as the first Pre-k 3 teacher. 
She will also be in charge of implementing our new Catechesis of the 
Good Shepherd program to our Pre-k 3 through Kindergarten stu-
dents. Meggie will join with Marie Leisenheimer (Pre-k 4) and Anne 
Wesley, our new  Kindergarten teacher to form a new early childhood 
department with an emphasis on incorporating Montessori and clas-
sical methods of early childhood education. Many thanks and best 
wishes to Mrs. Bowler for her two years of service to HFA. Due to her 
husband’s job-related transfer to New Ulm, Ms. Bowler is resigning. 
She will be missed much by HFA staff and families.   Mrs. Langlois and 
Mrs. Wesley bring with them a wealth of experience in both teach-
ing and spiritual leadership.  All of us our familiar with our beloved 

Mrs. Leisenheimer, who has led our preschool 4 year old program for 
twelve years now. Most recently, Mrs. Langlois is coming back to the 
classroom after being a classroom teacher and home school mom for 
4 and 8 years respectively and a Good Shepherd catechist for the last 
seven years.  Mrs. Wesley is moving back to the Twin Cities as a cur-
rent Kindergarten teacher at Providence Academy Lacrosse and with 
a distinguished career as a mother of four, a reading specialist, a gift-
ed teacher, and a classroom 
teacher. Both Mrs. Langlois 
and Mrs. Wesley will fit right 
in with our spiritual focus 
on living joyfully within the 
treasure of Catholic faith and 
culture.

EARLY CHILDHOOD TEAM IN PLACE FOR 2016-2017 SCHOOL YEAR
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DAN AND CAMILLE MILLER:
CONTRIBUTING TO THE VISION FOR THE SCHOOL IN THE LONG-TERM
Dan and Camille Miller have been instrumental to the success of HFA this year but they would be the first to tell you, “No, HFA is about much 
more than getting things done. What is special about HFA is the total dedication to Jesus Christ”.  Dan, our new SAC  (School Advisory Coun-
cil) Chair, has worked tirelessly to pave the way for us  to build up the programs at our school. Camille, the chair of the inaugural Crusade Cup 
last year, is taking on that same task this year as well. Let’s hear from them!

Question 1: (Dan) What legacy would most satisfy you to leave for the future generations of HFA Crusaders?
The legacy that I’d be satisfied to leave would have three pillars:  First, to help ensure that our children know Jesus Christ.  I think it’s incumbent 
upon us as parents and educators to make certain that when our children graduate from HFA they know Jesus Christ and have started develop-
ing a life-long friendship with him.  Second, that we have advanced the mission of Catholic Classical Education and furthered its development 
at HFA.  And third, that we have begun the process of establishing a permanent endowment fund to provide for the long term viability of the 
school.  Part of establishing an endowment fund will be to develop “Friends of HFA” - a circle of alumni, benefactors and friends who financially 
support the endowment fund.

Question 2: (Camille) What is the key to the success of a fundraising golf tournament? 
Generous sponsors!  Plentiful golfers!  Enthusiastic volunteers!  The Crusader Cup provides a fun filled opportunity for HFA families, alumni 
and benefactors to gather and celebrate the achievements of the past year. Our school has been blessed by many generous people who come to 
play golf and enjoy the camaraderie of fellow supporters of Catholic education.  The involvement of every HFA family is crucial to the ongoing 
success of this fundraising endeavor. Whether it’s sponsoring a hole, recruiting golfers, making a monetary donation or volunteering your time, 
each and every HFA family makes an important contribution to the outcome of the event.  If you haven’t yet gotten involved, it’s not too late!  
Please contact us and let us know how you want to help. Event details are posted at http://www.hfamn.org/crusader-cup.  We look forward to 
golfing with you!

8TH GRADERS GO OUT IN STYLE

Congratulations to our 19 8th Graders who represented Holy Family so well as leaders, saints  
and scholars during their years here.

Julia F, Leslie F, Joseph G, Elizabeth G, John H, Jamie H, William H, Marc J, Grace J, Judith M, 
Kathleen M, Madison M, Sri P, Monica R, Sam R, Reilly S, Kolbe W, John W and Augie Y.

The end of the year awardee for the Gianna Molla (girl displaying exemplary virtue) and the 
John Paul II awardee (boy with extraordinary virtue) will be given at graduation on June 8th. 
Reilly S was chosen to represent the class with a speech at the graduation ceremony on June 
8th.

CONGRATULATIONS 
TO HFA ALUMNI 

GRADUATES FROM 
HIGH SCHOOL! 

Antonio C
Sonya R
Maria C

Mathias R
Clara C

Matthew S
Jade G

Madalyn T
Megan H
Sara W

Nathan H 
Benjamin W

Sophia H
Elizabeth M
Hadassah M 

Taryn P
Maria M
Isabel R
Dominic

Reilly S. John Paul II Awardee Gianna Molla Awardee

??
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A VISION FOR THE ARTS AT HFA

This summer, over 200 educators will be 
meeting at the Catholic Classical Education 
Conference in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 
Holy Family Church’s Dale Ahlquist will be 
one of the presenters. Over the past 30 years 
the number of students educated in classi-
cal schools in the United States has grown 
exponentially. Some estimate the number 
of private religious classical academies and 
public charter classical academies to num-
ber well into the hundreds of thousands of 
students, especially when combined with 
the home-schooled students who are using 
this curriculum. The classical curriculum we 

have is an advanced curriculum starting at 
preschool where students move into a clas-
sical and Montessori blend that will allow 
them to thrive within a challenging, vibrant 
and dynamic approach toward learning. The 
classical curriculum we have is an integrat-
ed curriculum in which historically-themed 
units are woven throughout the subject ar-
eas and epochs which each child encounters. 
Through the entirety of our language arts 
program—from the great books that we read 
to the intense focus on writing, grammar, 
vocabulary and the study of Latin all leading 
to above grade-level achievement in Lan-

guage Arts—we find that the students will 
be more open to reading original texts and 
esoteric novels simply because they’re used 
to it. Units on rhetoric, poetry memoriza-
tion and recital, and public speaking all lead 
to an ability to articulate some of the great 
ideas of mankind (and to form an apprecia-
tion for how to think as these great thinkers 
did). Science and Math are studied not just 
as subjects but that of integral pieces of God’s 
revelation. These fit with the philosophy that 
at a classical school one should not just study 
subjects but should learn how to approach 
and make sense out of life in general.

CLASSICAL EDUCATION: THE MOVEMENT SWEEPING ACROSS AMERICA

Holy Family Academy since its inception has always treasured the 
performing and visual arts. Students encounter beauty through learning 
the schola cantorum (sacred music), learning about the finer techniques 
of painting and drawing, and through performing in junior high an epic 
drama production written by our own Dale Ahlquist and directed by Dale’s 
wife Laura. 

Our dynamic music program has children sing masterpieces by Bach 
and Mozart. This doesn’t happen overnight. We seek the development of 
mind, body, and soul in our students while recognizing the particular gifts 
and personality which God has given each one. In our art classes, we 
want our students to know what it means to create something beautiful. 

As we look into the future at HFA, we have great ambition for offering an 
even more compelling and cohesive curriculum. First of all, we would like 
to be able to promote and offer instrumental music as well as vocal mu-
sic. The first step toward this goal could be with our strings program  (see 
page 5) that we are starting next year. For advanced string players, we 

already have the opportunity to play with the St. Cecilia Strings Program, 
which operates out of our parish.  There are also possibilities to provide 
other instrumental instruction if we can find enough interest.  

We are also planning for an earlier introduction of drama than junior high. 
We have a great opportunity to do this with our classical history and lit-
erature coordinated curriculum (Roman and Greek myths are exciting for 
students to act out on stage). We have to start celebrating this more with 
dynamic opportunities for our students to perform or show their works. 

Mrs. Mary Klein, our art teacher for the last 7 years, has many plans up 
her sleeve to keep the art program thriving. Aside from her expert instruc-
tion, we plan to make the hallways more aesthetically pleasing by hang-
ing beautiful prints that Father Johnson has donated to the school. There 
are also plans for recognizing and nurturing our student many talents 
through museum nights and opportunities for more advanced projects.  
Truth, Goodness, and Beauty: the hallmarks of a Catholic education that 
never goes out of style! 



THE GRACES OF STUDENT LIFE

A VISIT FROM BISHOP COZZENS
On Father Johnson’s supposed to be day off, he was starting the day with Auxiliary Bishop 
Andrew Cozzens when the both of them made a surprise visit to the 2nd graders’ “second” 
communion breakfast celebration.  The 2nd graders thought the whole week was quite neat, 
and were especially appreciative of the opportunity to receive the sacrament of first commu-
nion after being so thoroughly prepared.

AVE MARIA
Mr. Zink’s 3rd graders singing to a tune and lyrics that he and his class have grown to like. 
They always kneel when they sing/pray it! Check out the song on our web site.

MINNESOTA INSTITUTE OF ART & ST. THOMAS MORE
Our 7th and 8th grade students visited the Minnesota Institute of Art and learned from Father 
Johnson about the different styles of sculpture and painting from throughout history. They 
then went to St. Thomas More to see their teacher, Mrs. Mary Klein’s, commissioned portrait 
of St. Thomas More and his family (a reproduction of an obscure sketch from the Dutch artist, 
Holbein). Mary’s work is pictured to the left. The students seemed to really appreciate that 
their teacher spent two years researching, sketching, and painting such a beautiful work of art. 

MISSIONARY SISTERS OF ST. PETER CLAVER
On May 24th, our 6th graders visited the Missionary Sisters of St. Peter Claver in St. Paul. The 
6th graders learned about the sister’s missionary efforts, about life in a religious community, 
and prayed the divine mercy chaplet in their chapel. The day ended with lunch and play on the 
grounds of the mother house.
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First Communicants of Holy Family Academy, May 7th, 2016



Age groupings are flexible (as the students 
progress, there will be the opportunity for 
ability grouping within the groups). Violin 
rental available through House of Note (St. 
Louis Park).

Informational meeting June 9th in Kattar 
Hall @ 4:30 for those who are interested.

WORKS OF MERCY: 
SAJAN GOAL OF
OWNING A HOUSE
NOW OBTAINABLE
Thanks to Leann Christopherson and her 2nd 
grade class for leading all of our students to 
want to complete the mission the Sajan family 
house cause by raising the rest of the $4,400 
they needed  to start construction. A gener-
ous benefactor stepped up to complete the 
remaining amount from where the students’ 
donations fell short. 

The connection between the Sajan family and HFA came in 2001 when Anita Sabol, a 2nd 
grade teacher at HFA initiated our participation in We Share program, whose founder and 
president is Kathy Rennie from Minnesota. Over the years, it has been an important mission 
for the students of HFA. The Sajans are just the latest family we have been helping. Their son, 
who has cerebral palsy, was able to buy customized crutches and pay for therapy as a result of 
the HFA contributions.

HOLY FAMILY OLIVE 
WOOD SCULPTURE 
DONATED FROM 
PILGRIM TO HOLY LAND

A generous benefactor donated a Zacha-
riah Brothers of Bethlehem Olive Wood 
Sculpture of the Holy Family.  The piece, 
which has beautiful detailed features and 
expressions of Jesus, Mary and Joseph, will 
be displayed in the entrance to the school 
after it is blessed on June 5th after the  9:00 
Mass.
 

Join us!
Statue Blessing Ceremony

Sunday, June 5 after 9:00 Mass

SUMMER VIOLIN LESSONS: HFA TO PARTNER WITH 
ST. PAUL CONSERVATORY ON VIOLIN INSTRUCTION
July 25-29  9:00-11:00 @ HFA
(recess in between)
$120 per child
Instructor: Leif Peterson (Mr. Peterson is 
available for summer lessons at the conser-
vatory if you want to get started early)

Group I Lessons: meets once a week  2:30-
3:05 p.m. 4 yr. olds to 6 yr. olds; individual 
lessons before group bi-monthly (class pull 
out available for HFA students); 
 
Group II Lessons: meets 3:05-3:35 p.m. 7 yr. 
old to 9 yr. olds; 3:05-3:35; individual lessons 
after group bi-monthly (lessons can also be 
scheduled at St. Paul Conservatory more fre-
quently)
 
Group lessons: $10/class
Individual Lessons: $30/half hour (some 
scholarships available)
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Try out the summer camp 
for beginners first.
July 25-29 at HFA

FOLLOW HOLY FAMILY
ACADEMY ON FACEBOOK.

“LIKE” US AND WRITE A REVIEW.

!



6 SUMMER 2016

Varsity Softball Coach Rampetsreiter’s Wonderful Bunch of Girls competed valiantly in Varsity Softball. Pictured above Ceci K being congratu-
lated after the game winning RBI. Eighth graders Julia F, Monica R and Maddy M finish a great three years with Coach Rampetsreiter.

Our Cubs team, coached by Lisa Counts, enjoyed another season of fine play. Pictured at left are some of the younger players on the team. 
Madison M, in the center, is ready for action, and Emma C, to the right, shows her pitching skills at one of the games. Thanks for coaching Mrs. 
Counts and Mrs. Morgan.

SPRING SPORTS UPDATE

Fencing in its 2nd Year at HFA. Coached by MN Swordplay, the club meets Tuesdays and Thursday. Congratulations to our Fencers on 
completing another season of training. Our end of the year competition awarded a Champion Sword to Landon A. John L placed second, and 
David J placed third. A generous benefactor subsidized the students to make the class more affordable. 
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1001 ARABIAN NIGHTS

JUNIOR HIGH’S 1001 
ARABIAN NIGHTS KEEPS 
AUDIENCES (AND CAST) 
IN STITCHES
On April 18th, 19th, and 20th HFA thespians 
played to packed houses the Ahlquist fami-
ly production (Dale, writer; Laura, director) 
of 1001 Arabian Nights. With a great script 
and good coaching, the students did such a 
great job that many of the families watching 
all three nights were still in awe of the qual-
ity.  Action packed, slap-stick, with a tinge 
of a morality story in it, the production had 
something for everyone. Many thanks to 
those involved who made it possible.

“I’ve Lost My Head”; 6th Grader Edmund H 
contributes to the slapstick in 1001 Arabian Nights.  


