
 

 

 VISIT: WWW.HFAMN.ORG 1 

    

 

 

  

 

 

HFAMN.ORG | SUMMER 2017 

CRUSADER CHRONICLE 

Our 8th grade class of 2017 were 24 strong and carried the 

load of many more as they led the school in so many ways 

this year. We wish the following graduates good luck as they 

carry on their service to the Church and to each other in the 

Holy Family tradition. 
 

Cecilia Ahlers Landon Ahlquist   Friedrich Boeser  Elsa Cassellius   

 

Rose Fesenmaier   Gabriel Heinen    Robert Hughes   David Jacobs  

 

Joshua Jung       Cecilia Karels      Mitchell Laxen      Clare Mailand  

 

 Jane Paquette       Adam Riley       Evan Riley         Rose Schirger  

 

 Hannah Schlough  Samuel Schroeder  Liam Schulz  Carolina Scott  

 

Anna Spack      Thomas  Vos      Jonathan Vu      Nicodemus Zinos  

What’s Inside  

PAGE 2: 8th Grade Awards/King 

Arthur Recap  

PAGE 3:  Report from Science Fair  

 PAGE 4:  Graces of Student Life 

 PAGE 5:  Mr. Panka’s Lecture on 

Classical Education  

PAGE 6: Sports Update 

PAGE 7:  Picture Gallery 

PAGE 8/9: Academic Clubs/Bees   

 

Goodbye to Mrs. 

Jacobson and Mrs. 

Leisenheimer. We will 

miss you. Welcome 

Mrs. Pilon as the new 

Junior High Math 

teacher. 

PAGE 11: Mr. Panka’s Educating for Eternity Summer Tips 

_________________________________________________ 

8th Graders: Use Your Talents to Evangelize the World  
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Congratulations High School Graduates and 

Graduates of Holy Family Academy 2012-13 

 

 Emma Arachtingi               Leah  Barron 

Catherine Bengston            Therese Brown 

John Grondahl 

Logan Havlicek                  Luke  Johnson 

Zachery Johnson                Julianna Karels 

Claire Klassen                    Molly Laxen 

Shira Mathias                     Colette McCarthy 

Taylor Miller                      Jonah Neimann 

 Will Pellegrene 

Grace Phillips                     Nathan Swenson 

Marah Wessendorf             Isaac Yanta 

Anna Zangel               Jacob Zielinski 

 

King Arthur performance has it all: 

action, drama and slapstick. 

The Dale and Laura Ahlquist production of 

King Arthur for HFA’s Junior High this year 

showcased a diverse and talented cast while 

more than delivering on the traditional sword 

fight and comic wit. King Arthur, played by 

Mitch Laxen, is challenged to find the answer to 

the question: what does a woman really want?  

The rest of the play contains non-stop action, a 

confused romance, and some hilarious interplay 

between the characters. 

At left, Landon Ahlquist as Sir Gawain, the oft 

mispronounced hero of Sir Arthur’s Roundtable.  

More pictures on page 8. Great job cast and crew! 

  

 

8th Grade Awards: Well-earned, and “We Wish There Were 

More to Give.”  Principal’s Award for 

Extraordinary Academic 

Achievement: Josh Jung 

 

Saint John Paul II the 

Great Virtue award for 

boys: Sam Schroeder.  

 

The Saint Gianna Molla 

Virtue award for girls: 

Hannah Schlough.  

 

Jonathan Vu Awarded Flaherty Scholarship  

  

 

of high school. All Jonathan has to do is maintain 

that A average and continue to pursue his dreams.  

  Academic Awards: High Averages: the following 8th grade students made the 

High Honor Roll for the year: Ceci Ahlers, Ceci Karels, Hannah Schlough, Sam 

Schroeder, Anna Spack, Thomas Vos and Jonathan Vu. B+  recognition was 

given to Landon Ahlquist and Nico Zinos.  

     Holy Family 8th grader Jonathan Vu has always 

done his very best when it comes to grades and 

academics. Jonathon has a long-term vision of one 

day being an opthalmologist.  Jonathan’s parents 

provide the example for him to not ever take for 

granted the freedoms to pursue your dreams in 

America. Jonathan’s hard work paid off in the 

form of a Flaherty Scholarship for High School. 

Given to students with a greater than 3.5 GPA and 

high standardized test scores, the Flaherty 

Foundation  scholarship could be a goal for many 

of our students wondering how to afford Catholic 

High School. The Flaherty commitment is to excel 

in your drive for high grades and virtue formation, 

and then they will encourage and financially 

support you for all 4 years of High School.  
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Science Research and Engineering Fair an Eye-Opener for 

7th Grade Student 

 
Holy Family 7th grade students all completed a Science Research and Engineering Fair project as a part of their Academic Fair Project in January. The 

students are now doing this project in 7th grade so that they can compete in the Science Research and Engineering Fair both regionally and statewide. 

Two of the 7th grade students were chosen to bring their projects to Regionals, Daniel Larkin (How Wheels and Different Surfaces Interact) and 

Jonathan Viehman. (Hovercraft Speed Depending on Weight).  

 

All of our students had quality projects, as Mrs. Kendra Conley, our 4th-8th grade Science teacher, provided a three-month timeline of supervision and 

guided instruction to ensure quality.  Viehman and Larkin both performed well at regionals. Jonathan received a State Alternate distinction and shortly 

after the award was notified that he would be going to State.  

 

Jonathan didn’t know what to expect when he arrived at State but was pleasantly surprised to find out what a big honor it is. There were all types of 

welcoming events: tours of the city, breakfast and lunches, and, mainly, a great amount of Science. Some students (especially at the High School level, 

have advanced their skills to be able to have colleges and research institutions ready to reward their projects with grants and scholarships, and 

occasionally, even patents and commercially sellable ideas or products.  

 

Dan Viehman, father of Jon, had this to say about the experience: “We think our son was surprised by the level of detail the other students had done 

on their projects.—the number of trial runs, the degree to which they prepared charts, graphs, and presentation materials, and the knowledge each 

gained from their experiment”.    

 

Viehman added, “For some students, their projects were on-going for several years. One student was looking to help cure Parkinson’s disease, another 

delved into water quality in the environment, and another was trying to improve cancer treatment so as not to kill all cells in radiation but only the 

cancer cells.” 

 

Finally, Mr. Viehmann said, “It left us wondering—how did they come up with these ideas? Were their parents scientists or doctors studying those 

same topics? It made me realize that the future is bright with these amazing minds tackling challenging concepts and issues that will impact our 

future.” 

 

Mrs. Conley is planning to encourage all of her students to consider planning to participate in the Science and Engineering Fair competition next 

year.Only 7th graders and up can actually compete but for 5th and 6th graders to start working on honing their skills would be a great advancement for 

our Science program. The Diocese is thinking about a Research and Engineering Fair just for Catholic Schools through the Catholic School Center of 

Excellence (CSCOE)   
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THE GRACES OF STUDENT LIFE 

 

Service to Community Video 

Rinsan Day a Big Success (as is the Lenten drive to support and pray for the Holy Family Hospital in Bethlehem) 

Catholic Art and Culture Tour  

Holy Family has a short video out that was  made  partially to enter a contest on community service for  Catholic schools.  

It  was a national contest so we didn’t get chosen as one  of the 5 finalists. However, we posted  the video on our website 

and it has received over 5,000 views. Check it out: https://www.facebook.com/Holy-Family-Academy-

544147405629314/?hc_ref=PAGES_TIMELINE&fref=nf 

 

As explained in the video, Holy Family Academy students have a great affection for Rinsan and his  family (who we 

support through the we share program.) Thanks to the leadership of Mrs. Christopherson and her 2nd grade class, we 

raised over  $1,600 for Rinsan’s two surgeries that he needed so that he could walk. The Virtue Families also raised 

over $850 for the Children’s Hospital in Bethlehem (Holy Family) by making and selling things and organizing raffles.  

 

One of the great things about having Father Johnson as pastor is his great love for Catholic Art and Culture. His vast 

knowledge about art and Catholic practices inspired us to have  our  Virtue Families, led by their 8th grade superiors, 

participate in a fun scavenger hunt to identify and  explain the art and religious items present in the school and the 

Church. The questions and answers are on our web site at www.hfamn.org 

 

2nd Graders  

in their First 

Communion 

attire 

https://www.facebook.com/Holy-Family-Academy-544147405629314/?hc_ref=PAGES_TIMELINE&fref=nf
https://www.facebook.com/Holy-Family-Academy-544147405629314/?hc_ref=PAGES_TIMELINE&fref=nf
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Mr. Panka on 

What Catholic 

Classical 

Education Really   

Purports to Do

Educating for Eternity 

 

 In his telecast on the Training of Children, Bishop Fulton Sheen spoke about three instincts which can be 

observed in children. In the first place, he says, we see in a child an instinct for eternity. For the child, time 

is a reality still only very remote in his consciousness. Each passing moment for the child is like an eternity. 

This, says Bishop Sheen, is why a child cries when his parents leave him alone―as far as he is concerned, 

his parents are gone “forever.” The second instinct is an instinct for the truth. A child will believe anything 

he is told; he has no reason not to. He takes the truth for granted. When the father tells his little son that he 

is loved, the son believes him and is content. The third instinct is the instinct for love. The child is loved, 

we hope, by his parents from the first moments of his waking life. He is coddled and kissed, and as he grows 

he develops in himself a fondness for those closest to him. He does not have to be told to love his parents. 

He simply does, and to him it seems the most natural thing in the world to do.  

 

Now what does any of this have to do with education, and in particular classical education? When Bishop 

Sheen spoke of the instincts of the child he was really speaking of the instincts of man himself. Every man 

comes into the world with an instinct for eternity, an instinct for truth, and an instinct for love. As the human 

child grows to manhood, these instincts can either be nurtured or destroyed. Thus the importance of training 

a child properly, which was Bishop Sheen’s whole point in the first place. Through the training of a child 

we can make either a man or a monster.  

 

The purpose of education (rightly and classically, that is, traditionally, understood) is to shape the young 

human being into the best possible version of himself. But what is that best possible version supposed to 

look like? In the Church, of course, the saints provide an outstanding example of men and women who have 

achieved everything that a human being is supposed to achieve, and it does not have much to do with I.Q.  

 But more generally, what is man? Why are we here? What is our purpose on earth? Do we even have a 

purpose? These are philosophical questions which must be answered before any education is going to be 

really successful. For they are necessarily the foundation upon which education is based. If we don’t know 

who we are, or why we are here, what need is there for education? Even the modern world has its answers, 

utilitarian and materialistic though they be.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the Baltimore Catechism, which is wonderfully concise, we find the answers to our questions. What is man? The Catechism responds, “Man 

is a creature composed of body and soul, and made in the image and likeness of God.” Why did God make us? The Catechism responds, “God 

made [us] to know Him, to love Him, and to serve Him in this world, and to be happy with Him forever in heaven.” Here we have to do some 

unpacking. In the first place, a human being is not just a material thing, he is both matter and spirit, body and soul. Secondly, we are body and 

soul made in the image and likeness of God, which means, in part, that we have an intellect and a free-will. Thirdly, we have a purpose that is 

beyond mere utility. Our purpose is to know, love, and serve God. Why? Because to do so will make us happy.  

 

 I believe Aristotle was the first to argue that human desire for happiness is the one motive common to all men. All men want to be happy. As 

Aristotle says in the first chapter of the Nicomachean Ethics, happiness “is the end of all that man does.” The most hardened criminal will brave 

any peril to achieve his goal. Why? Because, mistaken though he may be, he thinks that committing the crime will make him happy.  

 Man is a creature with an eternal destiny. The happiness that we all so desperately want cannot be found here on earth, not fully. Our happiness 

is only to be found in God. “You have formed us for Yourself, and our hearts are restless till they find rest in You,” prays Saint Augustine of 

Hippo at the beginning of The Confessions. We shall be truly happy, and therefore, truly human, only at the sight of God. We are destined for 

nothing less than that Beatific Vision, the “vision that makes us happy” (cf. Latin beatus = happy, and facere = to make). This is our goal, our 

purpose, as human beings. The Greek word for such a purpose, the purpose for which a thing exists, is telos. The telos of man is to know, love, 

and serve God in this world and to be with Him―to see Him―in the world to come. 

 

 Education is education only in so far as it helps us to achieve this Divinely ordained purpose―a purpose, which as Bishop Sheen points out, is, 

to a certain extent, instinctive as seen in the behaviors of a child. If the purpose of man is forgotten, we can no longer educate, but only corrupt. 

If God is not to be our end, then something else must fill the void, be it money or power or whatever else. Then, instead of unending joy, we 

shall have unending sorrow.  

 

(continued on page 10: see Educating for Eternity Summer Checklist on Page 11) 
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Our Girls Varsity Softball team coached 

by Mrs. Lisa Counts participated in 

MCYO and CAA fast pitch softball 

leagues comprised mostly of 8th graders 

and some 7th graders. The girls had a great 

time, learned a lot, and improved much. 

They are only graduating two 8th graders.  

 

Fencing is in its 3rd Year at HFA. 

Coached by MN Swordplay, the 

club meets Tuesdays and Thursday. 

Congratulations to our Fencers on 

completing another season of 

training. Our end of the year 

competition again saw the 

Champion Sword go to Landon 

Ahlquist. Daniel Larkin took 2nd in 

foil. A generous benefactor 

subsidized the students cost to make 

the class more affordable.  
 

 

Crusaders get Sportsmanship Banner at MCYO Banquet: 

Congratulations Athletic Director Lisa Counts for leading our sports 

program to this great distinction.  Thanks to all the MCYO schools 

who host and staff our many games for all sports in your gyms and 

soccer fields (for free and for so many volunteer hours).  
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More King Arthur Pictures  
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HFA Spelling Bees Won by Ceci Karels 

and Eleanor Faulkner. At MCYO, 

Holy Family’s Ceci Karels placed 3rd, 

Seamus Haney took 3rd, Rachel Jacobs 

took 3rd and Vivian Grogan, took 4th.  

 

 

 

 

Congratulations all those who made it into the finals 

of the Spelling Bee.  Start practicing for next year.  

One great way to spell well: READ,READ, READ.  

Academic Competitions and Clubs Scheduled for 2017-

18: 

Science Research and Engineering Fair (6th-8th); Poetry 

Club (all students); Spelling Bee (grades 1-8); Geography 

Bee (grades 3-8); Quiz Bowl (grades 5-8): Math Team 

(grade 5-8).  We welcome Mie Yamasaki (our Lunch 

Coordinator) as Math Team Coach in 2017-18.  
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Junior High Geography Bee won by Hannah 

Schlough (Ceci Karels 2nd, Jonas Reed  3rd). 

 

3rd-5th Geography Bee won by Vivian Grogan 

(Monica Larkin, 2nd, Eleanor Faulkner, 3rd).  

 

How to succeed at 

Geography Bee: 

 

 

Read, Read, Read! 

Congratulations all Geo Bee 

finalists  
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Educating for Eternity by Mr. Michael Panka  

A truly classical education assumes man’s eternal destiny in God. Thus it seeks to train, or more literally “draw out” of us all those 

things―shadow remnants of the Fall―which cloud our vision, so that we can more clearly see, as we were made to see, the True, 

the Good, and the Beautiful. For God is Truth, Goodness, and Beauty, and all that is true, good and beautiful, comes from Him.  

 One could say that this clarification of the intellect is the primary benefit of classical education. However, this seems to cheapen the 

claim. Rather this clarity is the great gift that a classical education bestows on the student.  

 

 Classical education puts the mind of the student in contact with Truth. Modern secular education has abandoned truth for ideology, 

which is relativistic, subjective, and intensely political. Either, “there is no truth,” or “truth is what you make it,” or “truth is what the 

government says it is.” Really these are all just ways of avoiding the Truth. Truth is too much for modern man. It is too demanding, 

too uncomfortable.  

 

 In contrast, classical education teaches the student to face the Truth unabashed. The classically-trained student wrestles with Truth, 

as Jacob wrestled with God. He learns to respect the Truth, through it cost him his ego. He learns to love the Truth and to defend the 

Truth, though it cost him his very life.  

 

 Classical education teaches the student Goodness. Of course, no form of education will make a person good, automatically. No, there 

is much more to morality than knowing right and wrong. But it is important to know right from wrong nonetheless. It is important 

that each of us form his conscience, which is our link to God’s Divine Law, and which Blessed John Henry Newman called the 

primordial Vicar of Christ. We must help our children to form their consciences. As someone once said (I can’t now remember who), 

“man, made in the image and likeness of God, has been given an intellect, and he will use that intellect for good if it is well-trained, 

or ill if it is corrupted.”  

 

 There is a battle being waged in the soul of every man, woman and child. At the end of time, each and every soul will be either saved 

or damned for all eternity. Much is at stake in the education of our children. As Dr. Don Briel says in his Forward to Ryan Topping’s 

book, Renewing the Mind, “to teach is to shape a human being, and this necessarily involves a certain violence.” To educate is to take 

a side in the fight against “the rulers of the darkness of the world.” Education is, as Ryan Topping says, “a battle between the gods.”  

 Indoctrination in modern secular circles is a taboo word. Modern secular centers of “education” claim to teach values and tolerance. 

What they are really teaching is a subjective view of reality. For them goodness is nothing more than what is good for the individual 

in the moment. It might very well change the next moment. But, “good and ill have not changed since yesteryear,” as Aragorn says 

in Tolkien’s, The Lord of the Rings. Values come and go, but Goodness remains yesterday, today, and tomorrow the same. We must 

bring our children up in the light of Truth and Goodness, lest (God-forbid) they come to be counted among the sons of the kingdom, 

who will be “thrown into the outer darkness.”  

 

 And is it not better in the light of Truth and Goodness? For it is in that light that we recognize true Beauty. Of all the concepts, Beauty 

is perhaps the most misunderstood by modern secular culture. Never has the world been so full of ugliness masquerading as beauty. 

 But it is no wonder. If Truth and Goodness are set aside, as they often are, Beauty cannot long endure. Beauty is informed by Truth 

and Goodness. Without them, what beauty is perceived is false. John Keats’ famous lines, “Beauty is truth, truth beauty . . . ,” are 

misleading. For while all Truth is Beautiful (for those who can see it), not all beauty is true. The eye of the beholder is often a fickle 

judge of character. The Enemy is clever, and he is not above (or below) taking a fair and pleasing form. But what is fair to the outer 

eye, the inner eye may see as foul. Thus the inner eye must be trained to see the wolf in sheep’s clothing.  

 

 In conclusion, education is about putting the student into contact with God and His creation. We do not educate simply to train for a 

career or a skill. If that is all that education is, then the modern educational model is worthy one. But no, we, as human beings, are 

made to be in a relationship with a Being who loves us and who wishes us to be with Him for all eternity. We must educate with this 

historical fact ever in our minds: God sent His only-begotten Son into the world, Jesus Christ, the God-man, so that our human nature 

could be ennobled and He could call us His sons and daughters. From the beginning, He calls us to Himself. And if we will it, if we 

learn to see with minds and hearts unclouded, we may see Him as He is, face-to-face for all eternity.  
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Educating for Eternity  

Summer Checklist 

 

 Spend time outside together as a family. Nature is made by God and is a gift that He has given us to enjoy. Enjoy it, and give 

thanks to God.  

 

 Read. Encourage your children to read good books. Build a library of good books in your home. It doesn’t have to be large, 

but a good home library will give you and your children the opportunity to simply take a book off the shelf and begin reading. 

Also, make time to read aloud to your children. Show them that you value reading good literature so much, that you even take 

the time to read it to them yourself. If reading aloud isn’t your thing, let the older kids try, or purchase an Audible subscription.  

 

 Be silent. Remember God did not come to Elijah in the whirlwind, but in the still small voice. Education requires time to 

simply sit and meditate. But to meditate effectively, you must have silence. There is too much noise in the world today. For 

the first time in human history, we can talk about a sensory overload. Unburden yourself and your family. Find time each and 

every week (it needn’t be long at first) to turn off or shut out all the noise. Don’t expect it to be comfortable at first. We are so 

accustomed to noise that when we turn it off we become anxious, because we feel that something is missing. Fight the 

temptation to turn the noise back on, and soon enough, you will yearn for these moments of silence. 

 

 Pray. Go to mass as often as you can. Pray the rosary. Spend time in the adoration chapel. Talk to God in your own words, and 

teach your children to do the same. God is Truth. To know the Truth, we must cultivate a relationship with He Who is Truth.  

 


