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FIRST GRADERS WELCOME VETERANS TO THE VETERANS DAY BREAKFAST 
 

 

Second Graders in 

Sacramental 

Preparation Aspire to a 

Higher Realm 
 

When the second grade students met 
with Fr. Joseph and Deacon Jim for their 
catechism test needed to move on to First 
Reconciliation, the questions asked were 
right out of the old Catechism. Their 
preparation, however, included weeks of 
training both in the classroom and at 
home with their parents. The hard work 
paid off, as all the students went on to the 
next stage in preparation for receiving 
their First Communion.  

After First Reconciliation, the students are 
now setting their sights on May 7, which 
is First Communion Day at Holy Family 
Church.  

Mrs. Leann Christopherson, the second 
grade teacher, has dedicated her 
classroom this year to St. Therese, The 
Little Flower. The students will be making 
a forty day novena to the Little Flower in 
the days leading up to their First 
Communion. Therese gave petals of 
flowers for each act of charity, and she 
dedicated her life to the Eucharist. Our 
second grade students have been 
blessed in many ways to model their 
preparation after the Little Flower. 

 

New Next Year:  
Catechesis of the Good 

Shepherd & Three Year Old  

Pre-K 
 

HFA will have a new section of Pre-K 
available next year for three year old students. 
All of our Pre-K – second grade students will 
benefit from the Catechesis of the Good 
Shepherd program which will give a more 
beautiful and child-appropriate appreciation of 
our beautiful Catholic heritage. The program 
employs Montessori methods, which are a 
natural fit for young students preparing to 
enter a classical school. Both rely deeply on 
motivating the student to appreciate order and 
a mimetic (beholding) approach towards 
recognizing Truth. Stay tuned for more info as 
we implement this program. 

 

One Super Volunteer 

Among Many 

 
Holy Family Academy could not have started 
and grown so fast had not the founding 
members had a pioneering, selfless spirit. 
That tradition allowed for many great 
experiences amongst many families whose 
now grown children are enjoying success in 
many walks of life. I think without a doubt they 
would all say that the most important thing that 

was modeled to them was love of faith and 
stewardship. 

To take just one example of this spirit, let us 
start with Tom Wooden’s leadership in the 
annual field day event toward the end of the 
year. Tom is an “original” Holy Family 
graduate who, along with his wife Nancy, have 
helped in numerous ways over the years 
(PTO, lunchroom, coaching, etc). But one of 
their greatest passions is the annual Track 
and Field Day. Along with Linda Phillips, the 
Woodens have been instrumental in seeing 
that the event is a smash hit amongst the 
parents and students. Tom reports that 
students come up to him all the time and ask 
him about the upcoming Track and Field Day. 
Several traditions have evolved over the 
years, including the eighth grade vs. faculty 
water fight. 

Tom is looking for someone to train during 
these last three Track and Field Days before 
his youngest child graduates in 2019. For 
these and several other major positions, we 
are always looking for volunteers. Please 
contact PTO President Lynn Tomaszewski if 
interested (ctomaszewski@hotmail.com) 
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HFA students are given several 
opportunities to participate in Works of 
Mercy, including: 

Feed the Hungry  

Students in grades 6 – 8 take turns going 
to Sharing and Caring Hands.  

Shelter the Homeless 

As led by Mrs. Christopherson, students 
are raising money which will be sent to 
the Sajan family in Kerala, India. The goal 
is to raise $4,500.00, which will allow the 
Sajan family to complete their project of 
building a home. With the help of an 
anonymous $500.00 matching gift, the 
goal is well within reach. 

 

The Family Sock Hop was a hit! Moorman 
Hall was packed solid with poodle skirted 
ladies and greasy-haired, white shirted 
gentlemen at the first annual Family Sock 
Hop. Complete with ice cream sodas, a 
balloon drop, a photo booth, a Catholic 
DJ and plenty of dancing; a good time 
was had by all. The cross section of 
families from Pre-K to High School was 
impressive. The PTO ladies (and guys) 
really know how to throw a party! 

 

 

 

 

Holy Family Academy has been using 
Singapore Math for three years now, just 
long enough that the jury is in on its 
performance. Mrs. Terry Jacobson, our 
math specialist, led its implementation 
along with Allison Coates, director of the 
Middle School Mathematics Institute. Mrs. 
Jacobson reports that progress is just as 
it is supposed to be. “The allure of 
Singapore Math is that it focuses on 
conceptual understanding and in forging a 
problem solving mentality in each of the 
students.” This is not to say that the 
algorithm is not emphasized. By sixth 
grade, students need to have 
computational skills down and totally 
understand the conceptual underpinnings 
of fractions, decimals, geometric 
constructs, measurements, and problem 
solving techniques. This is the beauty of 
Singapore Math: it focuses on these skills 
at an accelerated pace. 

While there is still much to be done to get 
everyone up to optimal performance, the 
fact is that success in Singapore Math 
almost guarantees that these loftier goals 
will be met. The most amazing feats that 
prove this true are what the younger 

students can do in grades 3, 4 and 5. 
Because of this curriculum and their hard 
work (as well as the hard work of their 
teachers), you’d be surprised by the 
difficulty of problems they are able to 
solve. Check out this problem that was 
recently solved by a fifth grade group: 

Tim spent 1/2 of his monthly income on 
transport, 2/5 on food and saved the rest. 
IF he saved $600.00 each month, how 
much did he earn in a month? 

ROLLER RINK VISIT 

 

Go Mr. Zink! HFA continued the tradition 
of the Catholic Schools Week trip to the 
roller rink. Mr. Zink is seen teaching the 
fine art of roller skating, a worthy skill in 
itself. A great time was had by all! 

Works of Mercy 
 

Family Sock Hop Singapore Math: What’s the Great 

Allure? 
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The theme for the fourth graders’ project 
in the January 31st Academic Fair was 
inventions. Twenty two fourth graders 
presented some very creative inventions 
for parishioners and parents to enjoy. 
Maybe someday one of these will make 
our world a better place to be! 

The fifth grade theme for the Academic 
Fair was biographical sketches. The 
sixth and seventh grade theme was 
countries, and the eighth grade theme 
was biographies of saints.  

All students presented during our Open 
House. Guests included families, 
parishioners, and parents interested in 
enrolling their children in upcoming 
years. 

Thank you students and thank you 
teachers for your great work! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

ST. CECILIA ACADEMY FOR STRINGS QUIZ BOWL 

Holy Family Academy sent four students to 
the Diocesan Quiz Bowl on December 16. 
Out of 44 teams at the tournament, our team 
made it to the final four. 

 

Academic Fair 

Sponsored by Holy Family Church. 
Participants include HFA students, home school students, and 
Chesterton Academy students.  
Performances are quarterly. 
Above, SCAS performs at the Chesterton Gala. 
Next performance: Easter Mass at Holy Family Church. 
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CUB GIRLS WIN 

CUB BOYS TAKE 
3RD 

VARSITY BOYS 
TAKE 3RD  

Hats off to teams 
who overcome 
the lack of gym, 
and still excel! 

Sports Round Up 
The Monsignor Coates Youth 
Organization winter sports season 
included an HFA Girls cub team 
which won all games except for one 
early tournament scrimmage. They 
are MCYO champions.  

Congratulations coach Mrs. Lisa 
Counts and players! 

The Boys cub team, coached by Mr. 
Mark McCarthy, took third place, and 
likewise had a competitive and 
learning-filled experience.  

The Boys varsity team, coached by 
Mr. Bill Schroeder, Mr. Jon Yanta, 
and Mr. John Hartnett, also had a 
good year with a winning record and 
a third place MCYO finish.  

Congratulations to all athletes! The 
teams finished the season with a 
party in Kattar Hall with a slide show 
and gifts to the coaches.  

Thank you Lisa Counts, HFA Athletic 
Director, for all your hard work.  

 

Spelling Bee 
Students participated in Classroom Spelling Bees, and 
the classroom winners went on to the All School Spelling 
Bee, held during Catholic Schools Week.  

Four students in sixth and eighth grade went on to the 
City-Wide MCYO Spelling Contest.  

. 

 

 



             
 

Congratulations to Carolina S. and Gabe H. for their awards at the 
Twin Cities Regional Science Fair at the University of Minnesota.  

Carolina received the 3M Young Inventors Award and will present 
her project again at 3M Headquarters in May. Carolina's project 
was on ballet tipping pointe shoes; specifically, how sweat 
affected the longevity of the shoe.  

Gabe was selected as an alternate for the state science fair. 
Gabe's project was on the pitch and size of various propellers for 
a robotic quadcopter that he built. Gabe printed the quadcopter 
with a 3-D printer! 

 

 

 

Twin Cities Regional 

Science Fair 
 

Sledding 
 

In January, the PTO hosted a sledding party. 

Everyone, including our Class of 2025, enjoyed the day! 
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HFA fielded its first ever Math Team this year. Our Math Specialist, 
Mrs. Terry Jacobson, practiced with the students three days a 
week. The team competed at the Minnesota Junior High Math 
League competition, Waytonka division. 

Highlights of the year included a top ten end-of-season finish by Will 
H. and two perfect team round scores 

Math Club 
 


